DROIISQROVE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COURCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  1945 


o f the 


LED I CAL  OFFICER  OF  LEALTH 


AND  FOR  TLE  YEARS  1941-5 


o f the 


SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


BROMSGROVE  RUR''xL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  RBPORT  OF  THD  HDALTH  DD?ART:!3NT  FOR  THI  YIAR  1945 


PUBLIC  HDALTH  OFFICDRS  OF  TED  LOCAL-  AUTHORITY. 


(a)  F.  ,,  Coakar,  F.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P, 

Yedlcal  Officer  of  Health  (Part  Ti'-ne) 


(b)  Spencer  A.  Price. 

Senior  Sanitary  Insoector  & Builfini  Surveyor. 


Pearson  P.  Cha-Tiintis  , A. R. San. I.,  Y.S.I.A. 
Additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Cert:  }':eat  & Foods  Inspector. 


K.  J.  'Smith. 

Junior  Sanitary  Inspector  (from  July) 
(Serving  with  H.  II.  Forces  until  July) 

Miss  M.  Norton  (Clerk) 

(November  & December) 

Miss  J.  Turner  (Junior  Clerk) 

(January  to  November) 


DISTRICT  MIDI CAL 


OFFICIRS 


S . A che  son . M . B . Ch - 3 . , 3 . 0 . 0 . 

C.  Hicks,  M.BcjCh^iB. 

A.  R.  Blore . M.B.  3. A.  London. 

T.  Mitchell,  M,3o,Ch.3. 

A.  J.  Rae,  MoRoC.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

11.  P.  Smith  ...M.B.  , L.R.C.P.,  lI.R.C.S. 
F.  H.  Vollam,  M.3.,Ch,3. 

PUBLIC  VACCINATORS. 

S.  Acheson.  M.3.,Ch.B.,  B.0.0. 

R.  R.  31 ore,  M,3.,B.S.  London. 

C.  Hicks,  M.B. , Ch,3. 

D.  T.  Mitchell,  M.3o,Ch.B. 

A .J.  Rae.  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

3.  P.  Smith,  M.B. ,L.R. C.P. , M.R.C.S. 
F.  H.  Vollam,  ■ M.B. , Ch.B. 


-1- 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  A:ND  MEMBERS  OP  THE  BROMSGROVE  RURAL 

PIS  TRIG"  T '~C  OWOlL . 

Mr.  Chairnan,  Ladies  and  Gentlenen, 

I .have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  ny  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  o’f  'the'  Broiisnrove -Rural  District  for  -the  year  1945, 

The  naterial  presented  relates  to  the  period  during  which  ny 
predecessor,  Dr,  Coaker,  v/as  Medical  Officer  of  Health:  but  any 
suppressions  of  opinion  or  interpretation  are  r.iy  ovm  and  for  then  I 

take  re  s pen's" ib ill ty, - - - 

The  Minister  of  Health  has  intinated  that  the  Report  should 
again  be  produced  in  the  restricted  forn  of  the  war-tine  years. 

In  the  statistical  section  1 have  included  for  comparison  the 
figures  for  1937,  the  last  year  for  Y/hich  I have  full  infornation, 

SECTION  A, 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  0?  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  acres  45,646. 

Registrar  General ^s,  estimate  of 

resident  population  iiid  1945  - 23,890 

1937  - 19,620 

Nup'.iber  of  inhabited  houses  - end  of  1945  - 7,349 

- end  of  19  37  4 6,545  ' ' = 

Rateable  Value,  1st  April,  1945  - £156,551 

Siu'.i  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  £629  = 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTH  RATE  (Births  per  1,000  population) : - 

1945  1957  ^ ( England  h JAaln s . ) 

19 « 5 14.1  16-1  • - 


. . Live  Births 

M.  ! P. 

TOTAL,' 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

220 

15 

213 

17 

433 

32 

Total 

235 

.230 

465 

ILLFGITr'ACnr  RATE  (Total  live  illegitinato  births  per  1,000  total 

live  births ) : - ’ 

1945  1937 

68.8  o2-0 


STILL-BIRTH  RATE. 

(a)  Stf  ll'-3ir  ths  per  1,000  total  births 


1945  1937 


19*0  38*1 
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. 4 

(b)  Still-births  per  1,000  population: - 
1945  1945  (England  & Y^fales,) 

0*38  0,46 


i 

1 

Still-births . j 

i M . 

j _ . . 

i ■ F. 

1 TOTAL.! 

1 ! 

! Leg  it  ilia  te 

4 

! 8 i 

1 Illegitii.iate 

1 1 

0 

i 1 

t 

■ Total 

1 

! 5 

; 

4 

! 9 

i 

DEATH  RATE  (Deaths  per  1,000  population ): - 

1945  ' 1957  1945( England.  PC  Wales  ) , 

10*5  11*1  11-4 


Deaths 


i L . 

F . 

TOTaLc 

110 

135 

245 

r.ATEAHAL  hOETALITY  (liatornal  deaths  per  1,000  total  births  ):- 
1945  ■■  1957  1945( England  (lx  Dales). 

2-1  Nil  1-79 


I'aternal  Deaths. 


Puerperal  Sepsis  - i 

Other  I'.iaternal  causes  1 I 

i 

j 

Total  1 


INFANTILE  I.IOhTALITji'  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  per 

1,000  related  live  births ):- 


a-  ^ 

1945 

1957"--' 

1945 (England  Sc  Wales) 

Legitimate 

45«9 

29-7 

Illegitir.iate 

93.7 

111-1 

- 

Total 

49*5 

32-4 

0 

CD 

infant  Deaths. 


•|  -T 

1 1 a 

1 TP  ' 

i 0 1 

Total  ^ 

i Legitinate 

11 

1 

■ 9 

20  : 

j Illegit5.r.iate 

1 

' 2 

3 * 

! Total 

12 

11 

25 
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Causes  op  death  in  the 


BROI I SGROVE  RURAL  DISTR I C T , 


1945. 


Cause  of  Death  .-.-A-. 

■ - M . 

F-. 

TOTAL 

MORTALITY'  RaTE 

P7M'  1,000  POP; 

1, Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fever 

I mm 

- 

mm 

2 . Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

— 

- 

- 

3. Scarlet  Fever 

i 

— 

- 

- 

4.  'hooping  Cough 

- 

1 

1 

0-04 

5 .Diphtheria 

! 

i 

-• 

- 

- 

6 .Tuberculos is , of  Respiratory 
Sys  tern. 

3 

5 

8 

0*34 

7. Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

i 1 

- 

1 

0-04 

8. Syphilitic  Diseases 

1 

- 

-■ 

- 

9 , Influenza 

! 

2 

2 

0*08 

10. Measles 

1 — 

- 

- 

11. Acute  Polio-myelitis  and  ■ 
polio -encephalitis 

1 

‘ ■ 

12. Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 

I 

- 

13. Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and 
Oesophagus  (II)  Uterus  (F) 

■ 2 

1 

3 

0.13 

14. Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  2 

1 

3 

0.13 

15. Cancer  of  Breast 

- 

3 

3 

0.13 

16. Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

20 

14 

■ 34 

1.42 

17 .Diabetes 

1 

2 

3 

0.13 

18 . Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  8‘ 

16 

24 

1.01 

19, Heart  Disease 

25'- 

33  ‘ 

58 

2.43 

20.  Other  Diseases  of  circulator^/ 
sys  tem. 

3 

3 

0*13 

21 .Bronchitis 

6 

8 

14 

0.59 

22 .Pneumonia 

4 

5 

9 

0.38 

23. Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

3 

3 

6 

0.25 

24,Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

2 

3 

0.13 

|25 .Diarrhoea  (Under  2 years) 

- 

- 

- 

26 .Appendicitis  j 

1 

1 

2 

0.08 

27. Other  digestive  diseases  j 

3 . 

- 

3 

0.13 

28. Nephritis  | 

- 

2 

2 

0.08 

29, Puerperal  c:  Post  abortive  | 

sepsis,  i 

1 

50. Other  maternal  causes  j 

1 

1 

0.04  1 

31, Premature  Birth  i 

4 

2 

6 

0.25  j 

52 . Congenital  Malformation,  birth 

I J 

injuries  & other  infant 
diseases.  

8 

6 

14 

1 i 

1 ! 

' 0.59  I 

33 .Suicide 

- 

- 

1 

34oRoad  Traffic  Accidents 

2 

2 

4 

i 0.17 

35, Other  violent  causes 

4 

2 

6 

0.25  1 

!36,A11  other  causes 

12 

20 

32 

1 1.34  1 

!_ . i 

1 TOTAL 

110  |l35 

245 

10.29  '■ 

The  Vital  Statistics  are  on  the  whole  satisfactory.  The  Birth- 
Ra t e is  high  at  19-5,  and  the  Death-Rate  low  at  10.3.  The  Illep:itimacy 
Rate  is  re.cjretahly  high  at  68*8,  and 'though  this  figure  cannot  be  “herd"'" 
lo""~re fleet  upon  the  health  services  provided,  it  is  of  significance  in 
relation  to  the  health  of  the  District  in  the  future,  since  illegitimate 
infants  always  provide  a disproportionate  . share  of  children  who' are  to 
some  extent  neglected  or  undernourished,  or  who  need  to  be  cared  for  at 
the  public  expense.  The  St ill -Birth  Rate  (19.0)  is  very  satisfactory 
and  the  I'laternal  Mortality  1^2,1)  though  higher  than  that  for  the  country 
as  a whole,  is  accounted  for  by  a single  deaths  these  two  rates  taken 
together  speak  well  for  the  antenatal  and  obstetric  services  available 
in  the  District,  A less  pleasing  feature  is  the  Infantile  Mortality 
(49.5)  which  is  very  r:uch  above  the  1937  figure  anil '*a~Trttle~'higher  than 
that  for  the  countr^^  as  a whole.  Particularly  unsatisfactory  is  the 
ihfantilo  Mortality  among  lllegitimabe  infants  (93.7);  this  figure  has 
little  mathematical  significance,  because  it  is  based  on  only  three 
illegitimate  deaths;  nevertheless  it  is  in  accord  Vidth  general  experience, 
and  serves  to  call  attention  to  the  ^adverse  start-  in  life  vMiich  such 


children  tend  to  have,  and  to  the  special  care  and  supervision  which 
they  accordingly  need. 


The 


The  Table  of  causes  of  death  shows  no  exceptional  features, 
ma  j or  c aus  e s we  r e : 

1.  Diseases  of  the  Heart  t:  Circulatory 
System  (including  apoplexy). 

2.  Cancer  (all  forms) 

3.  Respiratory  Diseases  (excluding  T.B.) 

4.  Violence 

5.  Tuberculosis 


34.7^^  of 

all  de 

17.6io 

-do- 

11.8%' 

-do- 

4.1%  • 

-do- 

3.7% 

*-do- 

The  first  of  those  categories  includes  the  majority  of  ’’natural*' 
death  in  old  age,  and,  on  present  knowledge,  cannot  be  regarded  as  in 
any  way  preventable^  The  same  cannot  be  said  of  the  other  major 
cause  of  death  - cancer.  This  is  on  the  increase  as  a certified 
cause  of  death,  though  whether  the  increase  is  real  or  only  apparent 
(due  to  more  ef f iciont  cliagnos is  ) is  a moot  point.  Most  cancer  is 
curable  if  detected  in  an  early  stage,  and  so  this  very  important 
group  of  'deaths  must  be  regarded  as  preventable. 

The  respiratory  dioaths  are  a somewhat  miscellaneous  group,  but 
the  majority  represent  a. terminal  bronchitis  in  old  age,  and  may  thus 
be  regarded  as  "na  tura]."  deaths.  The  deaths  froxn  violence,  and 
those  from  tuberculosis,  must  be  considered  preventable. 


' SECTION 

OEIMSRAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES,.  • 

S e r vices  provided  by  _t he_ Jloun t y _C_q]an c_ijL  . 

The  County  Council,  as  '.'elfare  and  Education  Authority,  provides 
the  majority  of  the  personal  health  services  for  the  District,  These 
services  include;- 

(a)  Clinics  and.  Tr e a t me n t Centres,  which  in  some  cases  are 
provided  directly  by  the  County  Council  and  in  others  are  managed  by 
voluntary  Committees,  the  County  Council  providing  medical  and 

nursing  staff.  Such  Clinics  are  held  at  Alvechurch,  Beoley,  Belbroughton 
Cofton  Hackett,  dent,  Haglcy,  Tardebigge,  ^vpst  Heath,  and  Wythall;  and 
in  addition  residents  in  the  District  have  access  to  Clinics  in  Bromsgrove 
and  Redditch,  ‘ ) 

Each  Clinic  provides  one  or  m.ore  of  the  following  services  - 
Infant  Welfare  v^ork,  Ante-nata-1  supervision,  and  School  Medical  (Minor 
Ailments)  vrork;  and  special  clinics  or  sessions  are  held  for  dental 
treatm.ent,  eye  defects,  orthopoedic  treatment,  and  tuberculosis 
(dispensarjO  work. 

A great  deal  of  valuable  work,  directed  tomurds  the  preservation 
of  health  and  the  prevention  of  disease,  is  carried  out  in  these 
Clinics  by  the  Medical  and  Nursing  staff,  and  by  the  voluntary  assistants, 

\ 

(b)  Midwifery  Services  ( domiciliary ) . Hidwives  in  private 
practice  and  employed  py  the  District  Nursing  Associations  are  supervised 
for  this  purpose  by  the  County  Council.  ■ r 

(c)  Laboratory  Facilitios . The  County  Analyst  undertakes  the 

examination  of  clinical  material  .( throat -sv/abs , sputum,  blood,  etc.) 
water,  milk  and  foods t^iffs  . 

follov/ing  Hospital  facilities  are  available, 
most  of  which  are  provided,  directly  or  by  arrangement,,  by  the. County 
Council : - 

1,  Infectious  Disease  Bromsgrove,  Droitwicli  and  Redditch 

(including  tuberculosis)  Joint  Hospital  (Bromsgrove). 

2,  Tuberculosis  Khightwick  Sanatorium  and  Hayley 

'"-reen  Sanatorium, 

M.C.C.  Smallpox  Hospital,  Worcester. 


3.  Smallpox 


-o- 


4,  Ilaternitiy 


5»  Children’s  Diseases 


Mary  Stephens  rTatornity  hospital, 
Stourbridge;  and  Lucy  Baldwin 
Maternity  Hospital,  Stourport. 

Lhe  Children’s  Hospital,  Birmingham. 


6.  Tonsil  and  Adenoid  cases 


7c  Puerperal  Fever  and 
Pyrexia  cases. 

8.  Venereal  Disease 

9,  Public  Assistance  Cases 

( General ) 


Bromsgrovc  Cottage  Hospital;  The 
Smallv/ood  liospital  (Bedditch);  The 
Children’s  Hospital  (Birmingham);  & 
the  Ear  and  Throat  Hospital  (3’ham). 

The  General  Hospital,  Birmingham;  an 
The  Royal  Infirmary,  Worcester. 

The  General  Hospital,  Birmingham;  A 
The  Royal  Infirmary,  "'breoster. 

The  Broms grove  Public  Assistance 
Institution . 


10.  Public  Assistance  Cases 
(Mental ) 


Barnsley  Hall  Mental  Hospital, 
Bromsgrove;  and  Po’/lck  Mental 
Hospital,  Malvern. 


in  addition  to  the  foregoing  hospital-facilities  provided  by  or 
through  the  County  Council,  residents  in  the  District  have  access  for 
general  illness  to  the  Bromsgrove  Cottage  Hospital,  the  Smallwood 
Hospital  (Redditch),  and  the  various  hospitals  in  Birmingham. 

The  Diphtheria  Immunisation  Service  (SeeSection  P)  was  provided, 
pr imariT^ T5y  "the"  R’ura'l  District;  'Council.  In  November  1945,  however, 
the  responsibility  for  iriimunisation  of  children  under  5 years  of  age 
was  placed  upon  the  County  Council  as  Wolfai^o  Authority'  this  did’ 
not  in  practice  call  for  any  material  change  in  the  system  of  mutual 
collaboration  already  in  existence. 

The  Ambulance  Service . An  ambulance  is  provided  by  the  Joint 
Hospital  Boa'rh  for  *tBe  conveyance  of  infectious  cases.  For  othep 
cases,  arrangements  have  been  made  with  neighbouring  Authorities  so 
that  the  v./hole  District  is,  covered  by  one  or  other  of  the  available 
ambulance  services.  The  greater  part  of  the  District  is  served  for 
this  purpose  by  an  ambulance  which  during  the  earlier  part  of  the 
year-  was  maintained  and  provided  by  the  British  Picd  Cross  Society 
jointly  with  the  Civil  Defence  Organisation,  and  afterwards  by  the 
B.R.C.S,  alone  I on  January  1st,  1946,  this  ambulance  was  transferred 
to  the  Bromsgrove  Urban  District  Council,  , _ . , 

SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCm/ISTANCES  OP- THE  AREA. 


’'’’ater  Supply . 

The  more  populous  parts  of  the  District  are  provided' with  a 
piped  water  supply,  either  from,  the  East  -brees tershire  ’''Waterworks 
Company,  The  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company,  'and 
Stourbridge  and  District  Water  Board,  or  the  Birmingham  Corporation 
■^’ater  Department,  All  these  v^rators  r'bve  excellent  results  on 
analysis,  both  chemical  and  bacteriological.  In  Bolbroughton  and 
adjoining  areas  water,  purchased  in  bulk  from  these  Companies^  is 
suppl?^d  by  the  District  Council, 

• - As  is  to  be  expected  in  a rural  area  of  which  large  parts 
are  very  thinly  populated,  there  remain  a great  many  occupied 
dv;elllngs  which  are  not  supplied  v/ith  piped  v/atcr.  These  dwellings 
are  dependant  upon  well-water  supplies,  of  \/hich  many  are  known  to  • 
be  polluted,  the  wells  being  either  shallow,  or  of  poor  construction, 
or  both.  In  addition  to  being  of  poor  quality,  some  of  these 
supplies  are  inadequate  in  times  of  drought. 

The  water-supply  in  the  District  was  the  subject  of  a full 
' survey  and  report  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  in 
1944,  end  prooosals  were  made  for  the  extension  of  existing  oiped 
' -6-  ■ ■ 


supplies  to  a number  of  other  built-up  areas.  One  of  the  most 
urgently  needed  supplies  v^as  at  Eeoiey,  v/here  the  \7ell-\7ater  supply 
was  inadequate  during  drought.  This  need  was  met  in  1945  as 
described  by  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  in  his  report. 

Other  proposals  made  at  the  same  time,  related  to  the  provision 
of  mains  supplies  to  wildmoor,,  Bank's  Green,  kalton  Pool,  Great 
Dodford,  and  Stoke  Pound.  These  \/ere  approved  by  the  District 
Council,  and  have  subsequently  been  approved  by  the  County  Council. 

' Drainage  a nd  Sev/erage  . 

Both,  the  prcbl'em  and  the  situation  in  respect  of  sev/age -disposal 
are  similar  to,  and  closely  linked  with,  those  of  water-supply. 

Thus  the  main  built-up  areas  are  sewered;  osher  aggregations  of 
dwelling-houses  swee  the  subject  of  proposals  as  to  sev/erage  which  av/ait 
implementation;  and  the  more  isolated  dwellings  cannot  be  included  in 
any  economical  scheme.  Conservancy-methods  of  disposal  are  of  course 
in  use  in  the  uhsewered  areas;  and  these,  whether  they  be  pail  or 
earth-closets  or  cesspools,  are  in  many  cases  sources  of  actual  or 
potential  nuisance.  Extensions  to  v/a  ter -mains,  as  outlined  in  the 
last  section,  will  increase  the  difficulties  of  sev/age-disposal. 'v/here 
they  serve  unsewered  dwellings;  but  in  compensation  there  t.-vHi  bo 
the  abolition  of  the  risk' of  sov/ago-pollutlon  of  water  supplies. 
House-holders  with  cesspools  have  experienced  increasing  difficulty 
in  getting  these  emptied  by  private  contractors,  and  the  Council's 
emptier  has  been  in  full  use  and.  unable  to  meet  all  demands  . 

In  1944  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  carried 
out  a full  survey  and  reported  on  the  needs  of  the  District  in 
respect  of  sev/erage;^  and  approval  v/as  given  by  the  Council  to  schemes 
to  serve  the  parishes  of  Alvechurch  {Eord.sley,  Piovmey  Green), 
Belbroughton  (Wildmoor),  Beoley  (Holt  End),  Roms ley  (Dayhouse  Bank, 
Chapman's  Hill),  and  Roms  ley  Hill),  and  Wythall  (Inkford  and 
Tanner's  Green).  It  v/as  not  possible  to  implement  any  of  these 

schemes  during  the  year. 

! ■ 

In  addition  schemes  proposed  prior  to  this  by  the  Council's 
Consulting  Engineer  are  awaiting  implementation.  They  relate  to 
Belbroughton  (the  village  and  .Fairfield  areas),  Clent  (Holy  Cross 
area)  and  Wythall  (the  Shawbrook  area). 

Rivers  and  Streams, 

buisance  arose  from  the  pollution  of  streams  by  military 
encampments  at  Hewell  Grange  (Tutnall  & Cobley),  Progmill  Farm 
(Prankley),  Bentley  Manor  (Bentley^ Paunoefoot ) and  Crabmill  Farm 
(Wythall,) 

Upon  respres entations  from  this  Authority  these  nuisances 
were  temporarily  abated,  but  recurred  throughout  . the  period  of 
occupation  of  the  camps. 

Rodent  Control, 

A Rodent  Operative  was  appointed  in  September,  1945;  and  from 
this  time  onv/ard  a systematjc  clearance  of  noajor  infestations  has 
been  achieved  and  ms.intained.  Tips  and  sev/age  disposal  sites  v/ere, 
by  contract,  dealt  v/ith  as  regards  rat- control  by  the  War  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee  throughout  194-5;  and  sewers  by  an  operative  on 
the  Surveyor’s  staff, 

Fkihllc  Cleansing, 

Refuse  collection  and  disposn'l  is  supervised  by  the  Surveyor, 
v/ho  provides  figures  relating  to  the  v/ork  done  in  his  report 
(attached). 

Tents,  V ans , and  She^s_^ 

The  Supervision  and  control  of  temporary  and.  moveable  dwellings 
is  an  important  feature  of  the  Department's  v/ork.  The  northern 
parts  of  the  District  naturally  tend  to  serve  as  a dormitory  area 
for  Birmingham  and  Black  Countr;/  v/orkers,  and  this  fact,  combined 

l.h... 


with  the  housing'  shortage  and  the  large  aroes  cl  open- space^  has 
led  to  the  accumulation  of  such  dwellings  in  considerable  -ffArfibehs » 

In  view  of  the  shortage  of  pernanent  housing  acoomi.iodation^  the 
policy  of  the-  department  has  been  to  grant  licences  for  the  use 
of  such  dwellings  for  a limited  period  (usually  one  year)  subject 
to  suitable  v/ater-supply • and  sanitation- being  availahleo 

In  June  194-5,  422  such  temporary  or  moveable  dwellings  were 
knovm  to  the  Department,  comprising  4 tents,  144  car-trailers, 

43  horse-drav/n  caravans,  31  converted  coaches,  and  200  sheds. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

This  has  been  maintained  so  far  cs  was  possible  having  regard  to 
a staff  which  v/as  inadequate'  in  relrtion  both  to  the  population  and 
the  size  of  the  area;  and  details  of  the  inspections  made  are 
contained  in  the  figures  supplied  hy  the  Senior  Sanitary  insrector 
in  the  report  attached.  It  v/lll  he  noticed  thp.t  the  number  of 
inspections  made  v/as  substantially  greater  thari , in  1944;  This  is 
attributable  to  the  release  of  the  Tnspeeters  f rom  Civil  Defence 
duties,  permitting  a ' return  to  their  proper  v/cih, 

• SECTION  D. 

> 

HOUSING. 


No  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  were  mo.de  during  the  yeo.r. 

This  does  not  mean  that  none  were  needed,  A large  number  of  premises 
are  in  occupation  which  by  ordinary  standards  are  unfit  for  habitation; 
owing  however  to  the  lack  of  alternative  accommodation  these  must  be 
allov/ed  to  remain  in  u'se. 

The  occupation  of  unfit  premises  is  only  one  aspect  of  the 
extremely  unsatisfactory  state  of  housing  in  the  District c , Over- 
crov/ding  is  widely  prevalent;  and  a very  large  number 'of  houses  are 
in  need  of  extensive  repair. 

The  Survey  made  in  1937  was  only  of  a preliminary  nature,  but 
nevertheless  revealed  that  some  161  houses  were  unfit  in  all  respects 
while  a further  400  (approximately)  were  defective  in  varying  degrees. 
This  survey  must  be  regarded  as  hopelessly  out  of  date,  and  a very 
much  larger  number  of  houses  are  nov--  unsatisfactory.  A new  survey 
has  been  commenced  (in  1946) ^ it  will  not  remedy  the  Housing  position 
but  it  v/ill  provide'  guidance  as  to  the  needs  and  priorities  of 
rehousing* 

SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply.  , , 


No, 

Of 

Dairy  Farms  in  District 

279 

rt 

II 

Dairymen  registered  (retailers) 

121 

II 

11 

T.T.  Producers 

17 

II 

II 

Accredited  Producers 

38 

The  Supply  of  milk  in  the  district  cannot  bo  regarded  as 
satisfactory.  Most  of  the  milk  produced  is  non-dosignat ed  and 
as  the  conditions  at  the  farms  are  in  many  cases  unsatisfactory 
much  of  the  milk  supply  must  be  regarded  as  pobentially  productive 
of  disease.  It  would  seem  that  tlj.o  difficulties  of  a safe  milk 
supply  in  the  district  can  only  bo  me'-  by  pasteurisation. 
Fortunately  howeverthe greater  part  of  the  milk  sold  is  Heat-treated 
in  bulk  before  retail.  Only  one  licenced  pasteurising  plant  is  in 
operation  in  the  district. 

The  Pood  and  Drugs  (Milk  and  Dairies)  Act,  1944,  proposes  the 
transfer  of  control  of  cowsheds  and  milk-production  (but  not 
distribution)  from  the  Local  Authorities  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture.  The  date  for  implementation  of  t'’:'is  proposal  is  not 
yet  fixed.  The  reasons  given  for  the  proposed  change  are  the  need 
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for  moro  uniform  control  (winch  implios  that  some  Authoritios  aro 
held  to  be  bador/ard  in  this  resocct)  and  the  allegedly  greater 
suitability  of  veterinary  .officers  for  the  worho  The  validity,  of 
these  arguments  is  open  to  question^,  and  the  scpciration  of  thq.,. 
control  of  production  from  that,  of  distribution  seems  somewhat' 
unfortunate 0 The  responsibility  to  see  that'  milk  sold  in  the 
District  does  not  act  as  a vehicle  of  disease  will  remain  v/ith 
the  Rural  District  Council^  but  the  nowor  to  sec  that  it  does  not 
will  largely  pass  out  of  their  hands,  374  inspections  of  cow- 
shods  and  dairies  wore  made  d.uring  the  year, 

(b)  ^eat  and  Other  Foods . '‘■ 

Centralised  slaughtering  has  continued  under  the  Llinistry  of 
Food  Scheme  and  consequently  the  private  slaughter  houses  in  the 
district  are  not  in  use.  The  cottager's  pig  is  usually  slaughtered, 
under  conditions  which  render  adequate  inspection  extremely  difficult, 
A. small  number  of  such  pigs  were  inspected  at  slaughter. 

Inspection  of  food-preparation  premises,  shoes  and  markets  has 
continued,  174  inspections  having  been  mad.c.  ' 

SECTION  F,  - ' 


Not! f i a^^l ^ M 3 G 0 s^  During  ? ho  Y o au’  _1^9 4 5 , 


Smallpox 

Diphtheria  (Confirmed  Cases) 

Scarlet  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Acute  Pneumonia 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

iMoasles 

■Whooping  Cough 
lErysipolas 
jParatyphoid  Fever 
jOphthalmia  Neonatorum 
■Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 
iDyscntcry 
Malaria 
•Enteric  Fever 


Total  cases 
notified,  ' 

Cases  admi  1 1 ed 
to  Hospital. 

• 

3 

3 

27 

16 

- 

' 

- 

■ ■ ! 

. 

86 

I 

« i 

18 

- 

! 

]. 

1 i 

“ , 

r " 

1 1 

■ - ’ 

- - 

— 

"" 

As  the  above  table  shov/s,-  the  incidence  of  infectious 
disease  in  the  District  remained  romarkabl^r  low  throughout  1945, 
An  outbreak  of  measles  in  the  winter  of  1944-45  was  mild  in  type. 


Diphtheria  Immunisation. 


The  numbers  of  children  who  completed  a course  of  immunisation 
during  the  year  1940  to  1945  are  as  follov/s;- 


1940 

1941 

1942 

1 1943 

i 

1944 

j 1945 

1940- 

1945 

Under  Five 

53 

413 

284 

1 

1 341 

263 

, 245 

1599 

Over  Five 

43 

615 

277 

1 185 

36 

1 40 

1196  1 

Total 

96 

1028 

561 

1 526'^' 

I 

1 

299 

1 235 

3795  1 
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It  will  bo  scon  that  there  was  a falling-off  in  the  number  of 
children  inariiuniscd  during  1945.  This  is  in  part  accountable  by 
"the  law  of  diminishing  returns”^  but  I believe  that  it  is  also 
true  that  a groat  many  children  under  15  remain  to  bo  iimiiunisod. 

The  most  important  thing  is  to  concentrate  on  achieving  the 
immunisation  of  children  before  their  first  birthday  (and  preferably 
during  their  ninth  month);  .this  was  recognised  by  the  Ministry' of 
Health  in"a  Circular  issued  in  Hovombor,  1945,  v/hich  placed  the 
responsibility  for  the  iriimunisation  of  children  under  5 upon  VJolfarc 
Authorities,  At  the  same  time  a modified  form  of  Annual  71oturn 
was  requested,  which  would  show  the  position,  as  regards  total 
children  known  to  be  immunised,  in  each  district  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  the  state  of  iriimunisation  of  children  (if  any)  dying  of 
diphtheria  during  the  year. 

The  return  for  1945  v/as  as  follov/s;-  . . ' 

Children  knovm  to  have  comolotcd  a course  of  immunisation  against 
diphtheria  at  any  time  up  to  December  olst  1945;- 


Age 

0- 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

10  - 14 

Total 

(under  15)- 

ITumbcr 

immunised 

1 

96 

136 

130 

185 

146 

535 

24.0 

1468 

l^opulation 

2050 

4100 

6150 

, 

\\%  immunised 

1 

33 « 8% 

18.9)^ 

1 

1 

23 » 9/0 

These  figures  relate  only  to  individual  children  knovm  to  have 
boon  immunised  aithor  through  the.elinics  or  privately.  Tt  is 
believed  that  there  are  in  addition  a large  number  of  children  \.:ho 
have  been  immunised  privately,  but  concerning  whom  there  is  no 
definite  information  available  to  the  Health  Department. 

Tuberculosis . 

The  state  of  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  December  31st  1945, 
was  as  follo’vs;- 


M. 

F. 

. 

Total. 

Pulmonary 

38 

37 

75 

Non-Pulmonary 

13 

11 

2 4 

Total 

I 

51 

48 

99  . 

Your  obedient  Servant 

L.  J.  3iC0N  M, i. ,M.D. ,D.P,H. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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B_R QMS  GROVE  RITiAL  DISTFIICT  COIUMCIL. 

REPORT  OP  THE  SAHITARY  WORKS  COMPLETED  FOR  THE 
" FIVE  YEARS  EKIDING  DECHI'IBER  51ST,  lOTsT  ^ 


The  last  annual  report  presented  to  the  Council  ¥/as  for  the 
year  1940. 

I now  have  pleasure  in  suhmittin,^  a report  covering  the  war 
years  1941-1945,  during  which  period  large  scale  sanitary  improve-.-oents 
could  not  he  carried  out. 


In  the  years  u.nder  review  reports  dealing  with  Housing,  Water 
Supply,  Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal  Schemes  and  Scavenging,  were 
submitted  for  consideration  by  the  Council  in  the  preparation  of  their 
Post  War  planning  Programme, 

Surveys  of  the  areas  included  in  the  above  reports  wore  made 
in  order  to  obtain  data  upon  which  to  form  a complete  and. 'up-to-date 
picture  of  requirements. 


^Your  Consulting  Engineers  were  furnished  with  details  of  properties 
existing  and  proposed,  in  the  areas  where  the  Coui^cil  had  decided 
to  give  them  instructions  to  prepare  preliminary  reports. 

The  requirements  of  all  the  properties  along  the  linos  of  the 
proposeci.  water  .nuins  vi^ere  investigated  and  rateable  value  in  respect 
to  each  property  was  obtained. 


In  conneccion  with  Housing  a complete  survey  of  the  roquiromonts 
^cultural  Workers  was  made  and  considered,  by  the  Council  prior 
to  embarking  upon  the  erection  of  Rural  Cottages  in  1943. 


In  order 
throughout  the 
not  at  present 
information . 


the  introduce  a uniform  system  of  scavenging 
district,  surveys  wore  carried  out  in  those  Parishes 
cov'ored,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  complete 


HOUSING. 


In  1943  the  Council  erected  the  follov/ing 


Rural  Cottages 


A Ivo church.  2, 
Belbroughton . 2. 
Beoley.  2. 


Roms ley. 


2 


8. 


, „ 1944-1945  sites  were  selected  in  all  parishes  of  the 

disurict  for  housing,  and  negotiat io-ns  co.mmoncod  v/ith  a view  to 
puj?  chase. 
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water  supply. 


An  extension  of  the  .wator  main  was  laid  in  New  Road,  Hollywood, 
V/yth:ll  in  1944  to  serve  20  properties  . 

In  1945  the  Cor.ncil  were  called  upon  to  provide  water  to  12 
properties  in  the  Holt  End  Village,  Beoley,  in  consequence  of  drought. 
Advantage  was  taken  of  the  wa  tor  supply  derived  from  the  bore-hole 
serving  the  Ru.ral  Cottages  to  provide,  by  means  of  a standpipe,  a 
supply  to  11  additional  properties.  Subsequently  the  permission  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  vras  received  to  an  application  by  the  Council,  to 
erect  a water  tower  and  lay  a section  of  the  wator  main  included  in 
the  comprehensive  scheme,  the  water  supply  to  bo  taken  from  the 
borehole  referred  to.  Work  upon  this  scheme  will  bo  commenced  early 
in  1946, 


SEI/'TlTvS  and  sewace  disposal. 


A Ive church. 

In  1941  a small  extension  of  the  sewers  was  laid  in  Now  Road, 
West  Heath,  and  provided  facilities  for  37  houses,  all  of  which  have 
been  connected  to  the  sower  and  the  cesspools  abolished, 

Wythall , 

In  1942  a sewer  was  laid  in  Alfreda  Avenue,  Hollyv/ood,  and 
provided  sewerage  facilities  to  26  properties,  all  of  which  were 
connected  end  the  cesspools  abolished. 

C oft on  Hackott . 

In  1945  the  small  disposal  works  at  Rednal,  Coft^n  Hackott 
parish,  was  dismantled  and  the  sev/ago  from  the  village  of  Rednal 
w'as  convoyed  through  the  Alvechurch  sewers  to  ■ Alvechurch  Disposal 
Site.  The  latter  works  v/oro  enlarged  and  came  into  operation  in 
1939,  provision  being  made  f or  receiving  the  whole  of  the  sewage 
from  properties  in  the  Arrow  Wetorshod  north  of  the  disposal  v\/orks , 

The  provision  of  additional  sevirerage  facilities  in  the  Parish- 
of  Stoke  Prior  ( Pinstall. , Stoke  Heath,  Polly  Cardens  and  Stoke 
Prior)  and  the  Parish  of  Wythall  wore  com.ploted  in  1939,  but  ov/ing 
to  the  outbreak  of  hostilities  fiill  advantage  by  individual  property 
owners  was  not  taken  of  the  service  until  1941  and  from  then  onwards 
it  will  be  seen  from,  the  table  attached  to  this  report  that  the 
number  of  connections  raade  to  the  sewers  v/as  satisfactory. 


SCAVENGING . 

The  Council  have  resolved  to  introduce  the  collection  of 
dry  domestic  refuse  in  those  parishes  where  the  service-- is  not  at 
present  performed,  namely,  Belbroughton , Bentley  Pa.uncefoot, 

Dodf or d-with-Graf ton,  and  Romsloy.  The  work  is  to  bo  commenced 
as  and  when  labout  and  vehicles  are  available.  The  work  at  present 
is  performed  by  hired  vehilcos,  but  with  a view  to  putting  into 
operation  the  extension  of  scavenging  schemes,  the  Council  have 
placed  on  order  a now  vehicle.  • " 
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Public  Hec.lth  Acts. 

Inspections  ; ~ 

1941. 

1942. 

1943. 

1944, 

1945. 

Infectious  Disease » 

36 

17 

32 

33 

97. 

Moveable  Dwellings^  Caravans . 

42 

196 

106 

215 

1028 

liouso  drainage. 

91 

183 

104 

67 

104 

Conveniences . 

14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cesspools . 

46 

22 

11 

14 

12 

Water  Supply. 

36 

82 

560 

98 

232- 

Wa  te  r s ample  s . 

17 

18 

15 

46 

24 

Accumulations  ( Salvage ) . 

108 

96 

104 

32 

- 

Dome  Stic  an  irna  1 s cz  p i gg  er  i o s , 

17 

15 

19 

26 

54 

Verminous  houses  , 

- 

6 

2 

2 

10 

Smoke  Abatement, 

7 

4 

9 

5 

12 

Offensive  trades. 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Pish  and  Chip  Saloons. 

16 

8 

11 

18 

10 

Canal  Boats. 

21 

19 

25 

11 

8 

ills  cellaneous  . 

_38_ 

_ 13. 

_51_ 

44 

Total 

Housing  Act,  1936, 

Inspo ctions  s - 

493 

704 

811 

619 

1635 

Section  9, 

_ 

4 

1 

6 

12 

Section  11. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding . 

Rural  Survey (In  connection 

5 

16 

. 21 

18 

with' Agricultural  Cottages) 

- 

78 

loo 

- 

- 

Rural  Survey (Pact  finding) 

- 

- — 

- 

109 

Total 

Mi Ik  A Dairies  Or de r . ' 

5 

82 

117 

27 

139 

No . of  Registered  Da ir y P arms 

.216 

222 

227 

229 

279 

No.  of  Retailors  in  District. 

140 

138 

122 

125. 

121 

No, of  Milking  Cov>;s  (Approx ) 

3000* 

3000 

3000 

3000 

3000 

No. of  Licences  issued  under 
Milk  S .D. Order  by  R.D.C. 


Bottlers.  Accredited, 

3 

3 

. 2 

2 

2 

T.T. 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Retailers.  Pasteurised, 

4 

3 

4 

5 

4 

Accredited. 

5 

3 

2 

2 

2 

T.T. 

5 

4 

.5 

6 

6 

No. of  Licences  issued  under 
Milk  S.D. Order  by  C.C. 

Accredited. 

41 

43 

42 

39 

38 

Cowsheds  & Dairies ( inspect ions206 

30 

46 

83 

- 374 

Samples . 

9 

■ — 1— - 

6 

__6 

Total  Inspections 

206 

' 30 

46 

83 

374 

Moat  & Pood, 

Inspect  ions j- 

Goneral  Pood  premises , 

11 

16" 

^ 8 

11 

. 75 

Pood  preparing  promises . 

36 

48 

22 

39 

. 34 

Slaughter ing( Emergency ) 

7 

- 

- 

2 

. 14 

Cottagers  Pigs, 

69 

76 

106 

58. 

. 14 

Bakehouses . 

16 

19 

15 

17 

8 

Unsound  food. 

23 

27 

21 

32 

29. 

Amount  of  food  voluntarily 
surrendered  A Dostroycd.Lbs , 

110 

55  0 . 

500 

220 

195 

Total  Inspections 

162 

i86 

172 

159 

174 
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Factories  Act, 
inspections  - 

1941. 

1942, 

1943 . 

1944. 

1945, 

Factories , 

61 

52 

31 

■ 72 

13 

Workplaces . 

6 

.. 

4 

4 

2 

Laundries , 

5 

g — - /'im 

~ 5 

8 

Total 

Rats  cs  I-fice ■ -Dos true t ion  Act, 

72 

54 

35  ' 

si 

23 

No . of  visits  made. 

G3 

58 

21 

No,  of  hoiises  treated. 

, 

21 

*■ 

Total  Inspections. 

Rodent  Control(  Comonced  1944) 

63 

58 

21 

- 

- 

No.  of  visits  nr. de. 

mm 

360 

1157 

No.  of  agreements  signed. 
Computed  kill  (Min  of  Food 

— 

- 

~ 

- 

40 

Formula ) 

2004 

No.  of  dead  rats  found. 

- - 1 

688 

Total  Inspections. 

Slaughterhouses, 

- 

- 

360 

1157 

No.  registered. 

3 

3 

3 

' 3 

5 

No.  licensed. 

No.  of  inspections. 

•- 

ILsackers  Yards  ( Inspections  ) 

8 

tx 

22 

Total  Inspections. 

8 

- 

- 

4 

22 

Grand  Total  of  Inspections. 

Work  effected. 

1009 . 

1114 

1333 

3524 . 

Piped  vmtCir  supply  to  houses, 
House  drainage  connected  to 

. 16 

31 

14 

8 

12 

sewer. 

67 

153 

77 

37 

15 

Cesspools  abolished. 

62 

152 

73 

37 

15 

Conversion  to  W.C’s. 

9 ' 

5 

8 

Urinals  repaired.  • 

2 

1 

Cesspools  provided  A repaired.  6 * 

3 

2 

Obstructed  drains  dealt  with, 

. 15  ' 

23 

27 

19 

24 

Structural  repairs. 

2 

- 

8 

liogal  proceedings. 

Scavenging, 

"1^1 0, of  houses  from  which 'refuse 

— 

1 

■ 1 

removed. 

4600 

4600 

4600 

4600 

4600 

No.  of  loads. 

1080. 

1026 

1098 

1150 

1364 

Approx,  weight.  Tons, 

2160 

2052 

2196 

2300 

2728 

No. of  pails  cleans od(crGckly) 
Salvage  collected. 

177 

137 

** 

Paper,  Tons. 

132 

164 

102 

80 

58 

Rags . 

1 

2 ' 

5 

1 

Q 

1 

3 

Metal,  " 

26 

121 

202 

18 

Bones  • ” 

3i- 

4 

4^ 

Bottles  .jars  .etc'* 

5 

4A 

4 

4 

6 

Rodent  Control( Public  Works ) 

Sclira' dl s p o sal  w dries  refuse  tips  controlled 

by  Contract  with  W.A.S.C, 

Sowers.  J^anholos.  30  - 20  371  114. 


SPENCER  A.  PRICE. 

ary  Inspector. 


Chief  Snn5t: 


